Exploring Humanitarian Law
as part of Humanitarian Education
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31 International Conference
Geneva, 29 November 2011



*ICRC & HE - Why Resolution 21, 1977

|CRC & HE — How Mineduc & EHL

*HE initiatives (known to ICRC)

*Future — need for adaptation




Humanitarian Education

Enabling young people Mobilizing them for
to analyze events and phenomena humanitarian action
from humanitarian perspective in the spirit of the RC/RC

principles.




RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION 21

DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARTAN
LAW AFPLICABLE IN ARMED CONFLICTS

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Develop-
ment of International Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts,

Geneva, 1974-1977,

Convinced that a sound knowledge of international humanitarian
law is an essential factor for its effective application,

Confident that widespread knowledge of that law will contribute
to the promotion of humanitarian ideals and a spirit of peace among
nations,

1. Reminds the High Contracting Parties that under the four Geneva
Conventions of 1949 they have undertaken to disseminate knowl-
edge of those Conventions as widely as possible, and that the Pro-
tocols adopted by the Conference reaffirm and extend that obliga-
tong

Invites the signatory States to take all appropriate measures to
ensure that knowledge of international humanitarian law applic-
able in armed conflicts, and of the fundamental principles on
which that law is based, is effectively disseminated, particularly
by:

(a) encouraging the authorities concerned to plan and give effect,
if necessary with the assistance and advice of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, to arrangements to teach inter-
national humanitarian law, particularly to the armed forces and
to appropriate administrative authorities, in a manner suited to
national circumstances;

undertaking in peacetime the training of suitable persons to
teach international humanitarian law and to facilitate the
application thereof, in accordance with Articles 6 and 82 of the
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August
1949, and relating to the Protection of Vietims of International
Armed Conflicts (Protocol 1);

RESOLUTIONS

(¢) recommending that the appropriate authorities intensify the
teaching of international humanitarian law in universities (fac-
ulties of law, political science, medicine, etc.);

{d) recommending to educational authorities the introduction of
courses on the principles of international humanitarian law in
secondary and similar schools;

Urges National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun

Societies to offer their services to the authorities in their own

countries with a view to the effective dissemination of knowledge

of international humanitarian law;

Invires the International Committee of the Red Cross to participate

actively in the effort to disseminate knowledge of international

humanitanan law by, inter alia:

(@) publishing material that will assist in teaching international
humanitarian law, and circulating appropriate information for
the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and the Proto-

cols;

organizing, on its own initiative or when requested by Gov-
ernments or National Societies, seminars and courses on inter-
national humanitarian law, and co-operating for that purpose
with States and appropriate institutions.

Fifty-fifth plenary meeting
7 June 1977




HUMANITARIAN EDUCATION
PROGRAMMES

When War Rages
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INVOLVEMENT OF NATIONAL SOCIETIES

~ together w/ ICRC

B not involved
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mandatory -
elective
extra-curricular

not defined yet



FOR MORE INFORMATION

- www.ehl.icrc.org

- WWW.ICrc.orq

- Darko Jordanov, Education Advisor: diordanov@icrc.org



http://www.ehl.icrc.org/
http://www.icrc.org/
mailto:djordanov@icrc.org
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